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Background  
Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development (Pacific Women) was launched by the Australian Government at 
the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting in August 2012. Pacific Women is a ten-year, $320 million 
program funded through Australian aid which aims to improve the political, economic and social 
opportunities of Pacific women. Pacific Women will support countries to meet the commitments they made 
in the 2012 Pacific Leaders’ Gender Equality Declaration.  

 

The four outcomes sought by Pacific Women are:  
 

1. Women, and women’s interests, are increasingly and effectively represented and visible through 
leadership at all levels of decision-making.  

 
2. Women have expanded economic opportunities to earn an income and accumulate economic assets. 

 

3. Violence against women is reduced and survivors of violence have access to support services and to 
justice.  
 

4. Women in the Pacific will have a stronger sense of their own agency, supported by a changing legal 
and social environment and through increased access to the services they need.  

 
An important element of Pacific Women is delivering support through individual country plans for the 14 
Pacific Island countries participating in the Program. These country plans provide the detail on what will be 
funded and how these funding decisions are made. Country plans represent locally relevant responses and 
align with country-specific gender policies and priorities.  

 

Introduction  

Through Pacific Women, the Australian Government will spend approximately $3.9 million over 10 years on 

initiatives supporting women’s empowerment in the Cook Islands. The first three-year country plan includes 

two activities valued at $780,000 and will be implemented from 2013–2015. 

The two activities funded in the first country plan will: 

1. Expand women’s access to economic opportunities 
2. Strengthen the response to violence against women. 
 

The country plan for Cook Islands has undergone a review and will be updated in 2017.  

 



 

Rationale  

The lack of resources and capacity within the Gender and Development Division (GADD) of the Cook Islands 

Ministry of Internal Affairs limits its potential to make progress against national policies and plans. There is 

an urgent need to develop the capacity of GADD to be a key driver to mainstream gender perspectives and 

women’s human rights, and to improve its policy analysis and advocacy role. In 2012, The Secretariat of the 

Pacific Community (SPC) carried out a ‘Stocktake of the gender mainstreaming capacity of Pacific Island 

Governments, Cook Islands’, which recommended strengthening the national women’s machinery and 

providing appropriate human and financial resources to enable it to work effectively. 

There are significant differences in income scales between men and women, with many more women in the 

lowest income brackets. Female-headed households (24%) suffer greater risk of low income and social 

isolation, particularly households headed by elderly women. The country plan will focus on research to 

expand and increase women’s economic empowerment, promote and support women’s businesses in the 

formal and informal sectors, support women’s access to financial services and other productive assets to 

develop enterprises and support the integration of women living with disabilities into socio-economic 

development. 

Domestic and sexual violence is a sensitive issue in the Cook Islands, and the majority of cases are not 

brought to court, particularly intimate partner violence. The country plan will work with GADD and the 

Ministry of Police to improve legal frameworks, law enforcement and women’s access to justice. It will also 

focus on improved coordination of crisis services and improving women’s access to protective systems in 

rural communities. 
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Table 1: Budget and Activity Summary 2013-15 

Project Name and Partner About this Project Indicative Funding Amounts 

Outcome Area: Economic Empowerment 

An enabling environment for full 
participation of women in 
economic development (gender 
and Development Division, 
Ministry of Internal Affairs in 
partnership with the Business 
Trade and Investment Board, and 
National Council of Women 
 

Strengthen capacity to:  
1. Identify new economic 

opportunities for women 
 
2. Promote and support 

women’s businesses in the 
formal and informal sectors 

 
3. Increase women’s access to 

financial services and other 
productive assets for the 
development of their 
enterprises 

 
4. Support the integration of 

women living with disability 
in socio-economic 
development 

 

$590,000 

Outcome Area: Ending Violence Against Women 

Strengthened capacity towards 
the elimination of violence 
against women (Gender and 
Development Division in 
partnership with the Ministry of 
Police, and Punanga Tauturu Inc.) 
 

Strengthen capacity to:  
1. Improve legal frameworks, 
law enforcement and justice 
systems 
 
2. Improve the coordination of 
crisis service providers 
 
3. Enhance response and 
protective systems to address 
violence against women in 
communities 

 

$190,000 

 


