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Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development  
Kiribati country plan summary  
 

Background  

Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development (Pacific Women) was launched by the Australian Government at 
the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting in August 2012. Pacific Women is a ten-year, $320 million 
program funded through Australian aid which aims to improve the political, economic and social 
opportunities of Pacific women. Pacific Women will support countries to meet the commitments they made 
in the 2012 Pacific Leaders’ Gender Equality Declaration.  
 
The four outcomes sought by Pacific Women are:  
 

1. Women, and women’s interests, are increasingly and effectively represented and visible through 
leadership at all levels of decision-making.  

 
2. Women have expanded economic opportunities to earn an income and accumulate economic assets. 

 

3. Violence against women is reduced and survivors of violence have access to support services and to 
justice.  
 

4. Women in the Pacific will have a stronger sense of their own agency, supported by a changing legal 
and social environment and through increased access to the services they need.  

 
An important element of Pacific Women is delivering support through individual country plans for the 14 
Pacific Island countries participating in the Program. These country plans provide the detail on what will be 
funded and how these funding decisions are made. Country plans represent locally relevant responses and 
align with country-specific gender policies and priorities.  
 

Introduction  
Through Pacific Women, the Australian Government will spend approximately $9.9 million over 10 years on 

initiatives supporting women’s empowerment in Kiribati. The first three-year country plan commits 

approximately $1.8 million and will be implemented from 2013–2016 (see Table 1 for details).  

The Kiribati country plan was developed following an in-country design mission in April 2013.  Document 

reviews encompassing legislation and Bills, relevant policies, Australia program documents, survey data and 

thematic reports were also incorporated into the country plan design. Consultations were held with 

stakeholders on Tarawa, representing government ministries, civil society, the private sector and regional 

organisations. Also closely involved in the process was the joint Australian Government and Government of 

Kiribati-UN Women Preparatory Assistance Project (PAP). 

The three activities funded in the first country plan will:  



 

1. Provide training to improve women’s leadership and decision-making opportunities  

2. Support the identification of improved economic opportunities for rural and urban women 

3. Reduce violence against women and expand support services through supporting the implementation of 

the National Plan to Eliminate Sexual and Gender Based Violence. 

 

Rationale  
Despite having the highest number of women parliamentarians amongst Pacific Forum Island Countries, 

Kiribati women only account for four of the total 46 seats (9%). At the local government level, there are 10 

women councilors, out of a total of 332. In 2011, the UNDP Pacific Centre ran a mock parliament for women 

activity. Although this was not formally evaluated, Minister Tekanene noted, “The women's mock parliament 

has played a key role in helping female candidates win the constituencies of Betio and Teinainano, both in 

South Tarawa. In the Teinainano constituency where I contested, there were five of us, all of whom had had 

some kind of involvement with the Mock Parliament, either as an organiser or a participant”.  

Through the country plan, Australia will fund an organisation to implement further national ‘practice 

parliament’ sessions, and run mentoring and training activities (including campaigning and policy making) for 

women planning to run in national and local level elections.   

Kiribati faces distinctive environmental, economic and social issues. Environmentally, Kiribati faces major 

challenges and risks due to climate change. Economically, Kiribati has the lowest Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) per capita in the Pacific region at US$2,220 per capita, followed by US$2,363 in Papua New Guinea. 

Furthermore, a single woman heads one in five households in Kiribati. Remittances from overseas account 

for 6.4% of the GDP in Kiribati, and are described as a ‘lifeline’ for many households. During the design 

process, viable entry points for women’s income generation were difficult to identify, especially for rural 

women. The country plan will support an economic feasibility study, investigating strategies that respond to 

women’s low income and decision-making autonomy. Through community consultations, locally desired and 

realistic economic opportunities for women will also be explored.  

Violence against women and girls is widespread in Kiribati. The Kiribati Family Health and Support Study, A 

Study on Violence against Women and Children (2010) found that 68% of women aged 15–49 years had 

experienced sexual or physical violence from their partner. Forms of violence included punching, kicking and 

the use of weapons; deaths have been recorded. In response, the majority of funding under this first country 

plan will support the implementation of the National Policy and Strategic Action Plan to Eliminate Sexual and 

Gender Based Violence (2011–2021). The country plan will support the establishment of the Kiribati Women 

and Children’s Support Centre and will complement the existing crisis Centre supported through the Catholic 

Church. The start-up package will include support for the recruitment of staff, initial operating costs and a 

contribution to the establishment of a support fund to meet women’s essential needs, such as health care, 

transport and legal advice. 
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Table 1: Budget and Activity Summary 2013-2016 

Project Name and Partner About this Project Indicative Funding 
Amounts 

Outcome Area: Leadership and Decision Making 

Provide training for prospective 
women leaders at the national 
and island council level 

Engage an organisation to run National 
‘Practice’ Parliament for women 

$140,000 

Outcome Area: Economic Empowerment 

Economic Feasibility Study: to 
support the identification of 
economic opportunities for rural 
and urban women 

A participatory feasibility study on 
options for expanding women’s 
economic opportunities; consultations 
will include government, women, men 
and family groups in selected urban and 
rural sites 

$50,000 

Outcome Area: Ending Violence Against Women 

Support the implementation of 
the National Plan to Eliminate 
Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence 

Provide a start-up funding package for 
the first formal crisis centre in Kiribati 

$1,245,000  
 

Outcome Area: Enhancing Agency 

Gender Advisor to support 
Australian programs 

Gender Advisor provides mentoring, 
capacity building and expert advice on 
how to strengthen gender focus of sector 
programs funded by Australian aid 

$369,000 

 


