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Mekeo Chiefs on
the forefront
of GBV awareness

The Family and Sexual Violence Action Com-
mittee (FSVAC) has been recognised and ac-
knowledged for its significant work in address-
ing issues relating to family and sexual violence 
(FSV) in Papua New Guinea.
FSVAC as the national coordinating body for 
gender based violence (GBV) or family and 
sexual   violence was chosen as a platform for 
the staging of the global Beach Run Awareness 
(BRA) project which focuses on breaking ta-
boo or  silence on sexual violence.
On September 10th, 2016 FSVAC and other 
Port Moresby based organisations working to 
address family sexual violence in Papua New 
Guinea joined forces with the African-born 
Australian rape survivor Claire McFarlane to 
run 16 kilometres of beach in downtown Port 
Moresby in support of her global  awareness 
campaign to help rape survivors. 

Caption: Sexual violence awareness advocate  and founder of projectBRA Claire McFarlane (in sunglasses) 
with FSVAC staff members  including  UNDP Rep Roy Trivedy  and members of other organizations that 
participated .  Picture  courtesy of Maggie Veve of Abt Associates

FSVAC used as a platform for 
global awareness campaign on 
Sexual Violence 
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With the theme “3000km started with a first 
step” Claire plans on running 16km of beaches 
across 184 countries around the world to help 
make a difference for rape survivors. Here in 
PNG the beach run awareness began at  6:30 
am from Habourside West to Koke and then 
back to Port  Moresby Yacht Club and ended at 
Stanley Esplanade at around 9:30 am. 
The aim of the project BRA which kicked off 
on 18 July, 2016 in Cape Town, South Africa is 
to give a voice to women who have been raped, 
remove the taboo around rape and raised funds 
for healing programs in every single country 
that Claire runs in.
After completing the 16km run Claire thanked 
everyone who took part and gave  an account of 
her ordeal which took place 17 years ago.
“My story started 17 years ago in France where 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
More abused 
children accessing
FSC services

FSVAC speaks out 
against the culture 
of silence

Identifying prevention 
tool for violence 
against women

20 Days of Activism 
Kicks off

1400 women 
undergo GBV & 
Human Rights 
Training

Helping address Family
and Sexual Violence Issues

in Papua New Guinea

Ph: 321 1714 Email: FSVAC@cimcpng.org  www.inapng.com/cimc
FAMILY & SEXUAL VIOLENCE ACTION COMMITTEE

Family and Sexual Violence Action 
Committee is one of the 9 sectoral 
committees of the CIMC.  It was set 
up in 2000, mandated to work towards 
reducing the occurrence of and 
suffering caused by physical, sexual 
and psychological violence especially 
in the home environment. It does this 
by focusing on implementing four key  
focus areas:
•  Policy & Legislation—Protection and 

Prosecution 
•  Services—Medical, Counseling & 

Care
•   Advocacy & Prevention 
•  Monitoring, Evaluation and Research
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Papua New Guinea Counsellors 
Association to develop a Ten Year Plan
The PNG Counsellors Association (PNGCA) 
is a newly established association that is going 
to be the peak body to drive the agenda and set-
ting qualifications for counsellors across PNG. 
FSVAC and PNGCA hosted a two-day work-
shop on the 16th and 17th of August 2016, to 
map out a ten year plan to establish a national 
qualification framework, training curriculum 
and quality assurance system for counsellor 
training in Papua New Guinea. 
The President of the PNGCA Susan Setae, 
said: “This a way forward for counselling ser-
vices in PNG. There are many people provid-
ing counselling but we need to formalise their 
training and their on-going professional devel-
opment”. 
There is a significant need for good quality 
counselling services for survivors and perpe-
trators of family and sexual violence in PNG. 
In addition, the Family Protection Act 2013 al-
lows for the District Court to make an order for 
counselling for complainants and defendants. 
There are not enough qualified counsellors in 
PNG to meet this growing demand.
Counselling training in PNG needs to included 
into formal tertiary level training as well as ba-
sic ‘first aid’ mental health training for local 
counsellors in rural settings. There is an urgent 
need to build the capacity of counselling service 
providers/volunteers at the community level 
who respond to the needs of survivors in their 
communities.

Caption: Participants of the workshop included Ms. Ume Wainetti, Susan Satae  as well as the CEO of the 
Australian Counselling Association, Mr Phillip Armstrong and his Industrial Liaison Officer, Mr Tom Parker

The ten year plan will be an action plan that 
outlines the building blocks for an effective and 
structured approach for the future of counsel-
lor training, accreditation and supervision in 
PNG.
The workshop was attended by key stakehold-
ers from across PNG as well as the CEO of the 
Australian Counselling Association, Mr Phillip 

Armstrong and his Industrial Liaison Officer, 
Mr Tom Parker. “The Australian Counselling 
Association is privileged to be here for the 
benchmark occasions of working with the PNG 
Counsellors Association to formulate future 
strategies to the development of counselling in 
PNG” said Philip Armstrong, CEO of the Aus-
tralian Counselling Association.

them. He added that the booklet will discour-
age potential perpetrators from causing dishar-
mony within their family. 
We hope that the booklet can be used also as 
a tool to help community advocates to educate 
the community on their rights and laws that 
protect them and to bring change in the attitude 
of their community members by sharing the in-
formation in the booklet. 

The partnership acknowledges European Un-
ion for supporting the project, the organisa-
tions and individuals that have contributed to 
the completion of the Introduction to Human 
Rights Law – PNG booklet.

from page 7
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PO Box 1530, Port Moresby
Telephone: +675 3211397
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Email: alison.anis@cimcpng.org

Launching:  Introduction to Human 
Rights Law – PNG booklet
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PNG Observes Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Wear A Purple Ribbon 
This Month And Advocate 

Against Domestic Violence: 

The month of October is internationally recog-
nized as Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
(DVAM) and Papua New Guinea as one of the 
countries in Pacific Region experiencing increas-
ing cases of gender based violence joined the rest 
of the World to observe this special occasion last 
October.
Evidence from research carried out shows that 2 
in 3 women in PNG are victims of  violence. This 
means that more than more than 80% of women in 
PNG experienced various forms of violence such 
as sexual (rape, sexual harassment, incest, etc.), 
physical, verbal, emotional, psychological, cohe-
sive control, cultural or religious violence.
In reflecting on DVAM this month, Family and 
Sexual Violence Action Committee (FSVAC) of 
the Consultative Implementation and Monitoring 
Council (CIMC) has appealed to all Papua New 
Guineans to show their support by:
Wearing a purple ribbon
Create awareness against domestic violence is not 
acceptable in to yourself, your home, community, 
workplace, schools and colleges or anywhere;
Plan activities this month to participate in the 20 
Days of Human Right Activism (November 20 – 
Dec 10)
Tell someone about the 1-Tok Kaunseling Helpim 
Lain 7150 8000 or call this number to report any 
forms of family and sexual violence happening 
within your community
Help refer survivors to Family Support Centres in 
the Provincial Hospitals and Family Sexual Vio-

lence Units (FSVU) within the Police and to Seif 
Haus.
Lend an ear to a friend who has a problem and 
need someone to talk to.
“Domestic violence thrives when we are silent 
and do not do anything about it, but if we take a 
stand and work together, educating and creating 
awareness we can reduce the incidents of domes-
tic violence,” says FSVAC National Coordinator, 
Ms Ume Wainetti.
Ms Wainetti is calling on the FSVAC partners 
throughout the country to help raise awareness 
on domestic violence and its harmful impacts on 

families and individuals throughout the month of 
October.  
“Purple is domestic violence colour, so wear a 
purple ribbon if you believe and want to advocate 
against domestic violence or use purple items for 
office decorations and to get messages across to 
others,” she said.
FSVAC is selling purple ribbons for K2 (per rib-
bon) and all the proceeds from the successful sale 
of ribbons will go towards supporting safe houses 
and the family support centers within Port Mo-
resby and other centers.
For individuals or organizations interested in pur-
chasing ribbons and supporting this worthy cause, 
call Nesther on 321 1397 and arrangements will be 
made to drop off ribbons.
Brief history of DVAM
DVAM evolved from the “Day of Unity” held in 
October 1981 and conceived by the National Coa-
lition Against Domestic Violence. The intent was 
to connect advocates across the US nations who 
were working to end violence against women and 
their children. The Day of Unity soon became an 
entire week devoted to a range of activities which 
had common themes: mourning those who have 
died because of domestic violence, celebrating 
those who have survived and connecting those 
who work to end violence. These three themes 
remain a key focus of DVAM events today. The 
first Domestic Violence Awareness Month was 
observed in October 1987.

Launching: Introduction to Human Rights Law – Papua New Guinea booklet

Family and Sexual Violence in its various forms 
is an epidemic that is endemic in communities 
around the country.

Organisations across the country have been 
creating massive awareness and advocacy pro-
grams to educate communities that all forms of 
family and sexual violence (FSV) are violations 
of basic human rights. The shocking revelations 
by Medecins Sans Frontiers (MSF) in its March 
2016 Report, illustrates  that ‘in PNG, women 
and children endure shockingly high levels of 
FSV, with rates of abuse estimated to be some 
of the highest in the world outside a conflict 
zone’.

The Consultative Implementation and Moni-
toring Council – Family and Sexual Violence 
Action Committee (CIMC-FSVAC) acknowl-

edge the importance to continue the advocacy 
and awareness against FSV in the country. 
We would like to express our gratitude and 
acknowledgement towards organisations that 
continue to bring change to the lives of survi-
vors or victims of FSV.

CIMC-FSVAC in partnership with World Vi-
sion PNG (WVPNG) and other key stakehold-
ers have put together a booklet ‘Introduction 
to Human Rights Law – Papua New Guinea’ 
which was launched on the 25th of July 2016. 
This booklet provides a guide to the user(s), 
giving a snap shot of the basic human rights 
specified in the PNG Constitution and specific 
legislations that relates to FSV. It helps the 
user(s) to understand that all forms of FSV are 
not private matters but a criminal offences and 
that you cannot injure another person without 

facing the full force of the law.

United Church Urban Region Youth Camp 
Convenor, Mr. Edea Morea Korohi said that 
the information in this booklet shared to the 
120 plus youths that attended the 18th United 
Church Urban Region Youth Convention held 
in Lorengau, Manus Province from the 11th – 
15th of July 2016, “is captivating and precise to 
the understanding of the youths”. He empha-
sised that this information has helped young 
people to bring change to their lives and of 
their families and we need to continue to share 
this information to other communities across 
the country.
CIMC-FSVAC Senior Projects and Programs 
Officer, Mr. Isi Oru said that we need to know 
our basic rights and the legislations that protect 
or will be used to prosecute us if we breach 

Caption: INA Director Paul Barker and CIMC Execu-
tive Officer Wallis Yakam with World Vision Country 
director  Heather MacLeod holding out copies of the 
human rights booklet 

Caption: Ume Wainetti speaking during the launch-
ing ceremony

Caption: The human rights booklets on display at the 
launch event
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Mrs Tessie Soi, the senior Social Worker with 
Port Moresby General Hospital said that more  
abused children are accessing counseling and 
treatment services at Family Support Center 
(FSC) located at the Port Moresby General 
Hospital . 
The Family Support Centre is an extension of 
the Social Work Department of the Port Mo-
resby General Hospital, that provides treat-
ment, care and counseling to survivors of fam-
ily sexual violence. 
The MSF report of 2015—Return to Abuser 
based on Tari and Pom FSC statistics reveals 
that 56% (587 cases) of the survivors seeking 
medical and counseling at FSCs are children 
aged 10-infancy. At Pom 69% are rape cases 
of these 81 % are children under the age of 
15 while 22% are children under the age of 5.

More abused children 
accessing FSC services 

“There are more cases of sexually abused children presently accessing 
our services at the  family support center”  - social worker Tessie Soi

The National Program Coordinator for Fam-
ily and Sexual Violence Action Committee 
(FSVAC) Ume Wainetti said that silence or 
taboo surrounding sexual violence in Papua 
New Guinea is still a big problem that the 
country needs to address.
Ms Wainetti on her closing remarks during the 
global beach run awareness campaign on sex-
ual violence held in Port Moresby on Septem-
ber 10th said that creating awareness and ad-
vocacy programs purposely to help survivors 
and family members in PNG to break silence 
on rape was crucial because many cases of 
sexual violence were happening within homes.
 “Many people find it very hard to talk openly 
about any form of sexual violence including 
rape because it happens within their homes or 
within family circles,” Wainetti stressed dur-
ing the internationally renowned beach run 
awareness project referred to as projectBRA. 
An initiative of a African-born Australian rape 
survivor Claire McFarlane, project BRA fo-

Wainetti says
‘enough is enough”

The report revealed that the younger the sur-
vivor the higher likelihood of home being the 
site.  Mrs Soi warned parents to take good care 
of their children and to exercise caution  when 
leaving them in the care of another person.
The report recommended:
•  Establish FSCs in all provincial hospitals 

with the adequate finances and human re-
sources to provide the 5 essential services 
and enforce the policy on free services

•  Provide sufficient number of long and short 
term shelters

•  Enact & enforce LPA and improve access 
to justice

•  Community advocacy and data collection

“Let us break the silence on sexual 
violence in PNG”

cuses on raising awareness and is also a fund-
raising drive for helping rape survivors around 
the world cope with pain and trauma through 
seeking counseling and healing programs.
Ms Wainetti when commending Claire on her 
courage and initiative said: “Claire is some-
one who can come and share her story and it 
took her through her journey halfway across 
the world through project BRA to come this 
far and share with all of us. Like she said and 
many of us here have witness through our 
work on gender violence, it is not easy to come 
out and talk openly about rape.”
“The challenge is to ensure that Claire’s 
support here and the legacy she started is 
continued. We must encourage Papua New 
Guineans to break the silence and come out 
and speak out about what is happening in our 
homes and our communities to say Enough is 
enough, I am not going to let this happen to 
me, to my family and in my community.”

END violence,
START Loving
Why sit down, When you can stand up?
Let no one hold you down!
Get up! Stand Up! And Say out loud!
Enough is Enough! Let us stop this 
nonsense!

Why stay silent When you can speak ?
Man Up, Brave Up and Speak Up! 
Raise your voice and say out loud
“Enough is Enough, Let’s break this 
silence !”

Why keep your hands by your side ,When 
you can raise them up?
Let no man hold them back for you! 
Unfold those fists, Raise your hands and 
use them to stop violence ! 

When you abuse a person, remember 
you are doing it to someone’s son or 
someone’s daughter. It could happen to 
your loved ones, one day. 
Lets END VIOLENCE and START  
LOVING one another.

….Poem by Alison Anis

Poetry Corner

“2 in 3 women in PNG are victims of violence. This means that 80% of women 
in PNG experience various forms of violence such as sexual, physical, verbal, 
emotional, cohesive control, psychological, cultural or religious in their lifetime.”

Ume Wainetti
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Participants at the training workshop on Start, Awareness, Support, Action (SASA). Participants include 
FSVAC staff members, Isi Oru  and Marcia Kalinoe 

Identifying prevention tool for violence 
against women in PNG
A five-days regional workshop focusing on 
identifying best prevention strategies for vio-
lence against women was held in Port Moresby 
recently.
The workshop on Start, Awareness, Support, 
Action (SASA) conducted by Ugandan-based 
Non-Government Organisation called Raising 
Voices, was held from September 5 – 9, 2016 at 
the Laguna Hotel in Port Moresby.  
Participants comprises of representatives from 
the local governments and NGOs in Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Fiji, Vanuatu and 
Kiribati. CIMC’s Family and Sexual Violence 
Action Committee (FSVAC) were also repre-

sented in the workshop by deputy national co-
ordinator Marcia Kalinoe and Senior Projects 
and Program Coordinator Isi Oru.
SASA is an activist tool kit for preventing vio-
lence against women. The aim of the workshop 
was to bring together key agencies and repre-
sentatives from government and non-govern-
ment organisations to learn from the Ugandan 
experiences using SASA methodology to en-
gage with communities to develop strategies 
for preventing violence against women.   
The SASA strategy works on the principle 
that every person—male and female—can do 
something to prevent violence against women 

in the community and talks about phased 
change and ecological model and circles of in-
fluence which is engaging the right people, who 
then engage others.
SASA focuses on multiple prevention strate-
gies to reach out to all levels in the community 
to affect social norm change. They include: Lo-
cal Activism, Media and Advocacy, Commu-
nication Materials, Training , And scaling up 
individual ‘Stages of Change’ to the community 
level
The workshop was made possible through part-
nership by UN Women, Pacific Women Shap-
ing Pacific Development and Raising Voices.

FSVAC recognised for its efforts 
I was attacked and raped. It was not easy be-
cause they never caught the men who assaulted 
me so I was forced to relive my story everyday 
by going to the police and giving details of the 
dreadful event. It was 10 years later that they 
caught the men and I was called in to go and 
identify them,” Claire said.
“I believe it is important to share my story with 
others and to let them know that they are not 
alone.  By sharing my story I want to help the 
survivors like me living in PNG to come out, 
break their silence and share their stories. It is 
important that we break this taboo on rape and 
start talking to inform the public and to seek 
healing for ourselves.”
Claire also encouraged organisations present 

to help rape survivors with their healing pro-
cess by being sensitive and be willing to listen to 
their stories and help with the healing process.   
FSVAC recognised for its efforts 
Funds raised from the awareness were donated 
to the Port Moresby General Hospital Family 
Support Centre for victims of gender based vio-
lence including sexual violence.
According to organisers, main focus of the 
event was to trigger nationwide awareness on 
sexual violence.
“This Project is more than a fundraising. It’s 
about breaking the taboo around rape. “It is 
important to create the dialogue and shift the 
taboo around rape so more people feel more 
comfortable and safe speaking about what hap-
pened to them.” 

Organisations that supported the cause include 
Cardno (Pacific Women), US Embassy, Cof-
fey (Incentive Fund) and Abt Associates (PGF, 
HSSIP) as well as UNDP rep Roy Trivedy.
Claire’s journey through project BRA is to en-
courage women to take the first step in turning 
their terrible experience into strong messages 
of awareness and advocacy and as  suggested 
by her campaign  slogan: “3000km started with 
a first step”.
Claire’s final words: “It is never a survivor’s 
fault, there is nowhere in the world a women 
would want that to happen to her and if you 
have a story to tell and you know someone who 
can help, please reach out for help. Breaking 
your silence is a healing process in itself.”

continues from page 1
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Malala  Yousafzai 

“I raise up my voice—not so I can shout, but so that those without a voice can be heard...
we cannot succeed when half of us are held back.” 
―Malala Yousafzai

“We realize the importance of our voices only when we are silenced.” ...
“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.” ...
“When the whole world is silent, even one voice becomes powerful.” ...
“Education is education.

―Malala Yousafzai

FSVAC trains over 1400 PNG & SI women on VAW and Human Rights 
More than 1400 women from the four regions 
in Papua New Guinea including Bougainville 
and Solomon Islands received training on vio-
lence against women and human rights elective 
sessions at the convention held at Miaru, Gulf 
Province from 3-9 September 2016. 
The organisers of the convention requested 
CIMC-FSVAC to conduct training on preven-
tion and response on violence against women 
and human rights abuses. To conduct the train-
ing CIMC-FSVAC engaged Mrs Susan Setae—
President of the PNG Counsellors Association 
and Mr Sepoe Karava, FSVAC trainer. 
A total of 292 women participants passed 
through the five VAW elective sessions which 
aimed at helping women to overcome violence 
by practising biblical principles of utilizing God-
given dynamic power of endurance. Susan gave 
a presentation on social issues affecting women 
focusing on ending violence against women.
“The training on Family Violence covered three 
areas: Cycle of Violence, Deceitful Mecha-
nisms of VAW and Links between Stereo-type 
and Violence.  Main emphasis on this section 
was on encouraging women to develop strate-

gies on how to avoid violence and not to accept 
violence as normal practice.  Internalization 
of violence by survivors is harmful. Therefore 
survivors can seek help for counselling. Women 
were directed to get information on laws to 
prevent violence which was available at Elec-
tive 11,” Setae added.
Women are often thought of as weaker sex 
therefore not fit to handle important matters 
of nation and community building. Church falls 
in the same category when discussing women’s 
place in the Church. 
Mrs Setae said Families must provide this op-
portunity to develop Christian characters, 
strong leadership abilities with children of all 
ages, youth and young adults and adults.
Participants during the training also raised is-
sues relating to their experiences of violence 
against women. As said one participant: “Our 
Church is silent on the issue of Violence against 
Women. We see and experience violence com-
mitted against other women and us even in 
the church but has not advocated against it or 
provide services. Violence is an accepted norm 
and practiced in our communities. Just being a 

woman causes of violence in our communities.
“The convention called on United Church 
Women Desk at the Assembly level give prior-
ity to this issue and do something about it.
“The women ask if Church should consider 
providing Counselling services for women who 
live with violence in their marriage life and are 
active members of the church. What we are 
talking about is not the Evangelistic Counsel-
ling but counselling to help women to free from 
mental, psychological and physical stress. We 
need training for UCWF members to provide 
this service,” said another.
“In our endeavour to empower women in 
mission, women have progressed and men 
have been left behind. We believe men in the 
Church need to rise up and take rightful posi-
tion as heads of family and take ownership of 
the social issues as peer educators to perpetra-
tors of violence, drug addicts, rapists, men liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS  and skills development for 
self - reliant  program to support their families. 
Men’s Fellowship program must be taken seri-
ously.”

WOMEN QUOTES 

A male advocate is expected to undertake the 
following tasks:
•  Reflect and make personnel changes within 

his own family; 
•  Maintain and emphasis on achieving at-

titude and behaviour change towards gender 
inequality and violence against women; 

•  Discourage and take action against any form 
of violence or discrimination against women 
and girls; 

•  Promotes women an girls equality and advo-
cate against discrimination of women in the 
community and work place,

•  Challenge male behaviour that excuse 
violence against women and justify gender 
inequality; 

•  Support women’s access to the Police and 
Court and Health services  

•  Make referral to appropriate rights based 
services including counselling and  other 
support services; 

•  Support women’s groups’ community and 
advocacy program; 

•  Promotes policies and laws that support 
women’s equality and women’s human 
rights.  

•  Challenge, confront and discomfort men 
about their own attitudes and behaviours 

that contribute to inequality and violence 
against women; 

•  Challenge norms, cultural and religious 
misperceptions about women, inequality and 
violence against women.

Male Advocacy, effective in ending violence against women

Participants of the Male Advocacy training  with their certificates  after 
attending  training in Mt Hagen  
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Hiri District LLG leaders learn about impacts
of domestic violence on families 
Hiri District LLG leaders learn about impacts of 
domestic violence on families 
More than 30 Local Level Government lead-
ers from the LNG impacted communities in the 
Hiri District recently learnt about the impacts of 
family and sexual violence on families in Papua 
New Guinea. The participants included men and 
women who are village leaders from Porebada, 
Boera, Pap and Lealea.
The leaders were participants at the four-day 
seminar on Budget Tracking Initiative organized 
by Exxon Mobil and facilitated by the Consul-
tative Implementation and Monitoring Council 
(CIMC).  A one-hour presentation from the Fam-
ily and Sexual Violence Action Committee (FS-
VAC) followed by a short video on the impacts 
of gender-based or family and sexual violence 
gave participants a deeper insight into the level 
of sufferings faced by families in PNG as a con-
sequence of family sexual violence.
Isi Oru, the FSVAC Senior Projects Officer and 
Program Coordinator when presenting covered 
the topic on gender based violence highlighting 
problems of family violence and informed par-

ticipants on the importance of knowing human 
rights.
The main focus of the training was on the types 
of grants available and their users, Organic Law 
on political and administrative structures, the 
composition of committees and their roles and 
responsibilities, managing service delivery at 
district level, revised administrative guidelines 

and financial instructions on Services Improve-
ment Programme components, National Service 
Delivery Framework, District Development 
Authority (DDA) implementation of service 
delivery, LLG planning and budgeting process, 
informal economy, procurement and tender-
ing process, monitoring and evaluation, and the  
leadership code. 

“End Violence: Be The Change – Educate 
Your Child” was 2016  national theme for 
Papua New Guinea’s 20 Days of Human 
Rights Activism which is commemorated 
annually from November 20 to December 
10. The theme was derived from the 2016 
global theme on human rights activism and 

also reflected the message on ‘ending vio-
lence against women and girls’ when  hosting 
the FIFA’s Under 20 Women’s World Cup 
Tournament in PNG. 
The global theme for the 16 Days of Activism 
was  “From Peace in Our Homes to Peace 
in the World: Make Education safe for all” 

while the FIFA’s women tournament held in 
PNG last year was associated with messages 
on inspiring young girls to excel in life and 
on promoting messages on ending violence 
against women and girls.

Male Advocacy, effective in ending violence against women
The Male Advocacy Program which focuses on 
training and sensitizing men and boys on fam-
ily and sexual violence (FSV) or Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) issues is essential to ending 
violence against women in Papua New Guinea.
Isi Oru. The FSVAC senior projects and pro-
gramme officer who is currently coordinating 
the Male Advocacy programme said involving 
men to addressing GBV issues is one effective 
way to ending violence against women.
“Working with men to address their attitude 
and behaviour is only one aspect of a broad 
range of programs to address violence against 
women (VAW),” Oru said.
He said circumstantial evidence from police 
indicates that 70% of reported cases involve 
FSV. “For majority of those cases the perpetra-
tors are men and boys. There is a great need to 
work with men and boys to change their atti-

tude and behaviour towards women and girls.” 
He added that working with male from key sec-
tors within the communities, government and 
faith-based organisations is one conc.
There are different approaches and programs 
on how men can be involved in the work to end 
FSV and gender inequality. Oru said the pro-
grams that include working with men can only 
be effective if it complements and supports oth-
er programs and activities that work with pro-
moting women’s rights and women’s equality, 
“The primary prevention objective is to train 
men to support women’s equality, human 
rights, access to justice and support services. 
This involves working with men to change in-
dividual attitudes and behaviours that contrib-
ute to inequality, discrimination and violence 
against women” Oru stressed.
The other main objective is to address struc-

tural gender inequalities—policies, legislations, 
regulations, major projects and programs, cul-
tural norms. Men’s role in this is critical be-
cause they are the ones in in positions to make 
decisions and as advocates for change they fully 
accept responsibility for their own attitudes 
and behaviours towards gender inequality and 
violence against women. This personal change 
is critical and emphasizes the importance of 
working with women groups that are grounded 
on the principles of equality and women’s hu-
man rights, to hold men accountable.
The program aims to seek out and train poten-
tial advocates from key sectors in the commu-
nities, government agencies, civil society and 
faith-based organisations.  

LLG leaders participating at the workshop held at Boera Village 

“End Violence: Be The Change
- Educate Your Child” is 2016 theme for 20 Days Activism

continues on page 6
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A One day successful PFSVAC 
consultative workshop
More than 12 participants came from the four 
existing Provincial Family and Sexual Violence 
Action Committees (FSVACs). The other two 
provinces included were Central and Eastern 
Highlands Provinces in the one day consulta-
tion meeting held in Port Moresby on the 28 
September 2016.  
The objective of the workshop was to identify 
the lessons learnt and work out what support 
the National FSVAC can provide to the prov-
inces and also proposed a way forward in the 
rollout of Provincial FSVAC coordination 
desks into other provinces. 
Those who participated were coordinators of 
the PFSVAC Coordination Desk, Provincial 
Community Development Advisors and Chairs 
of the PFSVAC. Morobe, East New Britain, 
Milne Bay and the National Capital District are 
the provinces were the PFSVAC coordination 
desks were piloted.  
Development partners and relevant govern-
ment departments were also invited to the 
workshop - Department of Justice and At-
torney General (DJAG), Dept for Commu-
nity Development & Religion (DfCDR), PNG 
Governance Facilities (PGF), Justice Services 
and Stability for Development (JSS4D), (De-

The Mekeo chiefs in the Mekeo Local Level 
Government (LLG) are in the forefront driv-
ing awareness against family sexual violence in 
their villages.
And their status as community elders has had a 
positive influence on families in their commu-
nities and most particularly the way in which 
husbands were treating their spouses.

Mekeo Chiefs spreading Awareness on GBV

partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
and (Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Develop-
ment) PWSPD. CIMC Deputy Executive Of-
ficer, Henry Yamo, welcomed the participants 
and gave a brief outline of the work of CIMC, 
its nine sector committee including FSVAC. 
The recommendations from the workshop 
were: 
•  National FSVAC provide monthly up-dates  

through monthly and quarterly newsletters to 
the Provinces;

•  National FSVAC call Research TWG to dis-
cuss ownership and way forward on the da-
tabase;

•  National FSVAC to carry out  supervisory 
visitation plans to provinces;

•  Follow up-date DPM with GESI Desk Coor-
dinator on the provincial roll out.

The Family Sexual Violence Action Committee 
(FSVAC) in 2013 and 2014 conducted gender 
and human rights trainings targeting 30 Mekeo 
Chiefs with the main objective that sensitized 
traditional leaders understanding the issues of 
gender and human rights can make changes to 
cultural norms to address the violence against 
women and children. After trainings Mr Avaisa 

with 30 chiefs went out to the Mekeo commu-
nities to conduct awareness programs.
Recently a Mekeo chief in a paper to CIMC 
forum said “When reaching out to the villag-
ers during our awareness campaign on gender 
based violence, many people were intent on lis-
tening to what we have to say about the issue of 
family violence. He said we are also seeing a lot 
of changes, the number of domestic violence 
has reduced, because the chefs are advocating 
against family violence allot of men now think 
twice before committing violence against their 
wives and children. As chiefs our words still 
carry a lot of weight because people respect us 
and our position in the village. The chief said 
this workshops were eye openers for many of 
us because of our custom and our status as 
chiefs, we tend to forget our family obligations 
as husbands and fathers and it was not until this 
training was brought to our doorstep that we 
decided to educate our community”. 
We almost cover whole of Mekeo but cannot 
continue to other areas due to logistics and 
financial issues . Despite all that we still voice 
the issue whenever there is gathering in the vil-
lage,” Avaisa added. 
As a way forward the elders have formed the 
“Mekeo Chiefs Cross Cutting Issues Action 
Committee” that aims to conduct training and 
gain knowledge and skills, organize and facili-
tate workshops, conduct awareness programs 
and seek financial support.

Mrs Wainetti, addressing Participants at the consultative workshop

Chief Henry Aiso and GBV Coordinator Charles Avaisa crossing Angabuna river 
to conduct awareness  on GBV
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