
Tool for engendering infrastructure: 

Women’s safety audits, safety maps 



How does lack of safety 

influence women’s lives

 Fear of using spaces freely at any time of day

 Restricted mobility and choices

 Obstacles to participation in social life

 Dependence on protection

 Lack of self-confidence, lack of autonomy

 Isolation 

 Effects on physical and psychological health

 Fear passed on to girls and other women



Safe Cities –Vision 

 Prevention and reduction of violence 

against women

 Reduction of fear of violence and 

insecurity

 Creating conditions  for women’s access 

and inclusion in all urban spaces



What are 

women’s safety audits?

 Women’s safety audits are a key process and 

tool in empowering women through creating 

safer spaces in cities free of violence against 

women and girls

 They provide insight on how women and girls 

view their safety and inclusion in the built and 

social environment of specific sites



Beginnings of WSA

 Toronto – METRAC* in 
1989

 Women’s right to 
public space

 Use a checklist to 
‘audit the space’

 City and women 
working together

 Safety as a shared 
responsibility

*Metropolitan Toronto Action Committee



Global use of WSA  

 Adapted and used 

globally

 Women as experts of 

their safety in their 

neighborhoods

 Different women

 Different issues

 Gendered use of space 

everywhere 



WSA in port 

Moresby

Conducted in 2016 at Koki and 

Gordons Market with vendors 

and persons living with 

disability.

“I feel safe here in the daytime, but not 

in the nighttime” – woman vendor

“I want to use the market more” – first 

time market user, woman in wheelchair





What is Safetipin?

Safetipin is a map-based 
online and mobile phone 
application that works to 
make our communities and 
cities safer by  collecting 
and disseminating safety-
related information on a 
large scale through crowd 
sourcing and other 
methods.

It is a free app available 
anywhere in the world. 
Available in English, Spanish 
and Hindi.



1) Lighting. Are there lightings on the 

street?

2) Security. Are police or private 

security nearby?

3) Openness. Can you see all around?

4) Walk Path. Is there a proper place to 

walk?

5) Visibility. Are there ‘eyes on the 

street’. Can others see you?

6) Public Transport. How close it is?

7) Crowd. How densely crowded is the 

area?

8) Diversity. Presence of women and 

children around?

Feeling. How safe do you feel?





Lessons from WSA

 WSA as a process, not a 
single event.

 Women are experts of 
their safety in the 
spaces they use.

 WSAs are most 
successful when local 
women and cities are 
partners. 

 WSAs can transform 
spaces to make cities 
safer and more inclusive 
of women and girls.




