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Welcome to JUNE Newsletter! 

In this issue, we begin by acknowledging the support of our readers for continuing to 

disseminate information widely.  We are constantly asking ourselves are we doing 

enough in our efforts to stop family and sexual violence? Have we pledged enough of 

our resources to combat the issues? Are there adequate trained service providers to 

respond? What else can we do to stop all forms of abuse and the loss of lives of women 

and children? 

  

‘Evil thrives when good men choose to be silent:’ Edmund Burke 

 

#standupspeakouttakeaction         #stopviolencepng               #Standup4justice 

PLWDs, among participants who share experiences on ‘legal chapter’ 

The Family and Sexual V  Com-

mittee  is one of the ten sectorial committees of the 

CIMC. 

It was set up in 2000, mandated to work towards 

the and 

caused by sexual and 

especially in the home environment, & 

increasing access to support services and justice for 

survivors. It does this by providing 

advocacy  and 

services  in four key focus areas: 

 

1.  Policy Development and Legal Reform 

 

2.  Survivor-Centred Service Provision 

 

3. Advocacy & Communication  

 

4.  Research and Knowledge Management 

Two women who are living with disabilities, were 

among a group of 30 participants who attended one-

week training on the Referral Pathway, Access to 

Justice -Survivor Advocate held recently in NCD. 

The women, who both have hearing impediment were 

grateful to be included in the much-needed training 

which focuses on assisting service providers and 

community advocates to respond better and effec-

tively when assisting survivors of family and sexual 

violence to access justice and support services.  

Maggie, one of the women with hearing impediment, 

when interviewed, expressed her gratitude toward 

FSVAC for including them as participants to the train-

ing and also acknowledged the Australian govern-

ment for their support through JSS4D. 

Maggie, a worker with the PNG Assembly for Disabled 

Persons expressed her contentment by giving the 

Survivor Advocate Training a 110 per cent rating. 

She said that the training enhanced her knowledge 

about family and sexual violence including the Laws 

and increased her understanding about Human 

Rights.  

“As a person with a disability, I feel privi-

leged to be part of this training. I am 

grateful to FSVAC and JSS4D for letting 

me participate,” said Maggie.   

Participants Sedrick Neni who works at 

the NCD Gender desk and Justina Makeu, 

from Gulf Diocese Development Secretariat 

(Caritas Peace & Justice) concurred that the train-

ing is vital and helpful, and is a boost to their line 

of work. 

Ms Makeu said: ‘The training is very important and 
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useful to me as a first timer. 

The objective of the training 

enlightens me to effectively 

provide support and refer 

survivor of family violence to 

seek justice.” 

She said it would be a bonus 

to incorporate into church 

activities’ approach, what she 

learnt in order to address the 

issues of child abuse and 

other forms of violence.  

“The referral pathway access 

to justice workshop seems to align 

with the work my organization is 

doing in the community to bring peace and justice 

within families, especially to women and chil-

dren,” she added.  

FSVAC documented the legal aspect of Survivor 

Advocate Training that concludes with a practical 

component – a legal chapter that involves a visit 

to the court to deepen participants’ understanding 

on legal proceedings on FSV. We speak to some of 

the participants to gauge their views prior to and 

after the court experience. 

Ms Makeu said she really wanted to learn more 

about the right pathway for seeking legal aid and 

justice in court, whether at the district, the nation-

al court or Supreme Court. Her expectation was to 

know the actual case procedures of IPO in the 

family court and how that would help solve related 

problems her community faced.  

“I am grateful because all these expectations have 

been fulfilled through the Survivor Advocate Train-

ing and in particular the final and important part 

of the training which includes a court visit,” added 

Ms Makeu. 

Mr Neni, prior to the court-house visit said he 

was keen to learn how the District court system 

operates in relation to FSV and family matters. 

“The court experience really deepens ones 

understanding on legal process and how FSV 

matters go through the formal justice system.  

This is a real eye-opener for me and I recom-

mend this training as a way forward in terms of 

access to justice.” 

They both acknowledged that they felt so privi-

leged to sit for this training, because most 

topics covered in the training are essential and 

related to what they are doing. 

The ‘referral pathway access to justice’ work-

shop seems to align with what my organization 

is doing in the community to bring peace and 

justice within families, especially to women 

and children’.  

All participants were satisfied with the family-

court visit in downtown Port Moresby where 

they were allowed (through prior arrangement) 

to sit in for a live court hearing and witness 

...access to justice training, a way forward: Participant  

first-hand the granting of an IPO. After the court 

proceedings the participants had a private audience 

with Magistrate Laura Kuvi who provided valuable 

information on the court process. 

Sedrick and Justina both expressed that the visit 

now place them in a better position to take im-

portant and informed  steps forward because they 

have the insight and knowledge and feel empow-

ered to  

Maggie said she felt honored that the facilitators 

and magistrate had acknowledged her and her oth-

er PWD colleague in a court room.  

She said FSV issues are real and affect everyone so 

its good practice to be inclusive of people with disa-

bilities in all aspect of life. 

The SAT training was held from 24-28th June 2019 

in Port Moresby for NCD and Gulf based community 

advocates. 

The Survivor Advocate Training is facilitated by 

FSVAC and supported by the Australian Government 

through JSS4D. 

A woman who is with hearing impediment participates through a  sign-language  aid and interpreter 

FSVAC finance and administration staff attended a 

two-day workshop on Disability Inclusion which was 

facilitated by the Pacific Women Shaping Pacific 

Development  Program. 

Held from June 6th—7th, the workshop was to see 

how the government agencies and recipient of grant 

from Pacific Women will support them in making 

sure that their monitoring, evaluation process and 

policies are inclusive of disability. 

The workshop was to ensure that the monitoring & 

evaluation processes and activities are disability 

inclusive and will support the work of the 

Pacific Women. Collection of data and 

converting into useful information is very 

vital in any organization contributions to 

national policies and planning through 

their gender and disability inclusive work, 

project data and reporting. This infor-

mation will be used to plan for demon-

strate effective considerations and repos-

es to the needs of particularly women with 

disabilities. 

Organization  will ensure data collection is 

disaggregated to monitor the inclusive of women 

with disabilities through the program cycle by 

making M&E tool inclusive and conductive  specif-

ic consultations with donors or whoever they are 

reporting with. 

There was small group activity to discover disabil-

ity data collection tools, report, gender inclusive 

and policies and practices to help with imple-

menting actions plans. 

The disability’s equations: 

Impairment + Barriers = DISABILITY 
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Safe House Management Workshop  
When a woman is fleeing a violent situation at 

home, she will run to a place of shelter even if 

only for a night or a week. Her stay depends 

entirely on her feelings of safety, security, and 

hope. 

If she is a mother, she will at most times, take 

her youngest children with her. Her hope is that 

someone will open their home and heart and 

shield them from further harm and distress. 

Her home is no longer considered safe at this 

time, and although she is conflicted, she has 

taken a drastic step to securing her immediate 

safety and that of her children. 

From the 5-7th June, FSVAC facilitated a Safe 

House Management workshop for three local 

safe houses that are supported by Caritas 

Australia through the Church Partnership Pro-

gram in PNG. 

These safe houses are managed by dedicated 

volunteers with a ministry that is focused on 

helping women and girls in need. These volun-

teers with the little knowledge they had, did 

not realize that the demand for refuge and 

shelter was high in their communities. This 

challenged and motivated them to reach out 

for support.  

The workshop focused on providing updates on 

the relevant legislations on the Family Protection 

Act, the Lukautim Pikinini Act, and the issuing of 

the IPO (Interim Protection Order)  forms. It also 

focused on the importance of providing counsel-

ing support, knowing important referral contacts 

and services in order to respond effectively to the 

needs of the survivors. 

Highlight of this program was the visit to Bel 

Isi Case Management Center in Port Mores-

by. The participants from East New Britain, 

Madang and East Sepik were satisfied with 

the program and gave feedback that they 

felt empowered to develop their safe house 

guidelines and help survivors at their re-

spective Centres. 

Workshop participants with facilitators and FSVAC national coordinator, Marcia Kalinoe  

Forum promotes FSV services to business community  
Representatives from NCD business community 

and corporate bodies had the privilege of inter-

acting directly with family and sexual violence 

stakeholders and receiving first-hand information 

about FSV programs and the services provided 

within nation’s capital.     

Business Coalition for Women, (BCfW) collabo-

rated with CIMC Family and Sexual Violence Ac-

tion Committee to host the inaugural FSV Forum 

on June 18th at Lamana Hotel, Port Moresby.  

According to Evonne Kennedy, BCfW’s Executive 

Officer, the forum was organized for business 

companies and corporate entities to acquire or 

gather information from community based organ-

izations that provide legal, health, humanitarian 

support services such as shelter, counselling and 

care and transportation to safe havens, to victims 

or survivors of family and sexual violence in Port 

Moresby.  

This forum was initiated by BCfW and supported 

by Australian Government in partnership with 

the Government of Papua New Guinea as part 

of the Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Develop-

ment program, and sponsored by the Oil 

Search Foundation. 

More than 30 people from the business com-

munity including NCD-based FSV network part-

ners met, established contacts and exchanged 

information. FSVAC was among group of 13 

FSV partners who talked about their services 

and programs to the business community. 

Objective of the forum was to: 

Enable business community to reco nize organi-

zations in the referral pathway, that offers ser-

vices to victims/survivors of FSV; 

Find out from the service providers about ser-

vices that are currently offered; and 

Network with the organizations and other com-

panies. 
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Pacific film ‘Vai’, depicts women as catalyst for change in their societies 

Pacific Islands’ most anticipated film of the year

-‘Vai’, does not only has the potential to become 

one of the best films ever made. It carries with it 

an intriguingly powerful and moving feminine 

stories which are, a unique and depth represen-

tations of a more cultured and distinguished 

Pacific woman, to the World outside. 

Although the film is yet to hit the PNG cinemas, 

the first and official trailer of Vai released by 

Vendetta Production, foretells a uniquely inspir-

ing and emotive journey of a woman’s inquisi-

tiveness, sacrifice, endurance, courage, strength 

and loyalty in her quest to find meaning for her-

self and her people and to bring change. 

Vai beautifully presents powerful voices and has 

strong portrayals of Pacific woman in growing 

stages across  the 8 Pacific island nations. The 

story begins with an eight- year old Vai in Fiji to a 

13 year old Vai in Ofa Ki-Levuka Guttenbeil 

Likiliki Togan segment, to a university student 

aged 21, a middle aged and very vocal Vai at 30 

and an older Vai at 64. 

Ofa Likiliki is a Togan female film maker and is 

one of the directors of Vai. She said her portrayal 

of a 13-year old Vai was easy because of her 

experience in working with this particular age 

group.  

“There were eight female filmmakers from 8 

Pacific Islands  including myself, we met to dis-

cuss and plan how we were going to represent 

women’s empowerment story through film under 

theme of ‘water and connection. During the dis-

cussions and planning sessions we came up 

with the film concept we thought would best 

represent Pacific Women stories and one that is 

inclusive of all Pacific women experience. Vai 

came about eventually so we agreed that Vai’s 

story would be told in 8 different stages depict-

ing each Pacific Island nation experience and 

following her childhood through to the time 

when she reached 60 years. ” 

Ofa said each of them were asked to write 

scripts and produce a 10 minute video based on 

the film concept and submit to the screening 

committee in New Zealand for approval. Upon 

approval, they set out to film Vai. 

“Everything flowed through easily and quickly 

because we worked with our local people who 

understood us and who understood the script   

and there was only one day rehearsal before 

the actual shoot.  As Pacific Women, we un-

derstood the stories and we knew the strug-

gles and identified with these,” said Ofa. 

“The film was produced by a husband and 

wife team who are based in New Zealand. 

Kerry Warkia, female producer who has PNG 

ties and her husband Kiel McNaughton are 

also producers of the film Waru. Kerry’s PNG 

heritage is the PNG connection to this film”, 

explained Ofa.  

Ofa was invited by Australian High Commis-

sion’s Law and Justice program sector to 

meet with AHC staff on June 21st, 2019 and 

share her experiences as a film maker and 

more specifically on the making of Vai. 

Vai is truly remarkable in that it does not only 

bring onto the world stage the Pacific woman 

experience – it is a story about one woman’s 

life time, told through 8 Pacific lifestyles and 

realities, across the 8 Pacific Islands coun-

tries and directed by  8 Pacific women  

filmmakers.  It is inclusive of all Pacific wom-

en and their realities. Ofa said that it took 

less than a year to produce Vai.  

Vai means water in most Pacific Island 

countries and carries the theme water 

and connection through her journey 

across Pacific islands. 

It is currently premiering before the re-

lease date, however it has already scored 

excellent reviews from film critics and is 

bound to become ‘one of the best film 

ever produced’ according to these critics. 

It currently has 7 amazing reviews includ-

ing 2 top critics and an approval rating of 

100% by Rotten Tomatoes, the definite 

and most trusted site for film reviewers.   

Reviewers: top Film Critics  

“Vai is a profound work of art brilliantly 

assembled and filled with engaging per-

formances” Dennis Harvey 

“It is just gorgeous, it feels spiritually 

poignant, a reaffirmation of cultural iden-

tity and a showcase of the strength of 

women’s stories” Monica Costello  

           …….Story by Alison Anis   

 Togan Film Maker and one of the female directors of film ‘Vai’ - Ofa Ki-Levuka Guttenbeil Likiliki - 
seen here with the AHC’s  Law and Justice program team and the author of this article  




